for bricks in London.

By 1879, Thomas had completed his more detailed survey and his company
had drafted a preliminary bill to present before parliament. Thomas estimated
the cost of construction at around £70, 550 but with its' junction with the
Grand Union canal now to be at Cowley Peachey.

One of the major opponents to the act was the Great Western Railway
Company, yet despite much opposition, the act was finally approved in July
1879, , the first such 'canal construction' act to be sanctioned since 1795. The
act had however been amended, permitting the canal to be terminated at the
Stoke Pages road, rather than further west as had been originally planned.
The great voices of the Duke of Leeds and of Eton College had intervened to
ensure no interference with their lands.

Construction of the canal started at Cowley Peachey at the beginning of
1880; excavation of the main Iver cutting began in the middle of February and









